
HOW TO CHOOSE THE RIGHT 

PACKAGE TEST?
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ISTA TESTING ASTM-D4169

DC-1 
(GENERAL CYCLE)

DC-3
(W/O PALLET, LTL)

DC-5
(NOT UNITIZED, TL)

DC-9
(NOT UNITIZED, 
RAIL & MOTOR)

DC-11
(RAIL, TOFC 

& COFC)

DC-13
(AIR & MOTOR 

FREIGHT)

SERIES 1

1A

1C (EXTENDED)
1G (RANDOM VIB.)

SERIES 3

3A (SMALL PARCEL)
3F (DIST. CENTER)

SERIES 4

ENHANCED,
CUSTOM

SIMULATION

SERIES 5

FOCUSED,
CUSTOM

SIMULATION

SERIES 6

AMAZON.COM

FEDEX

SAM’S CLUB

SERIES 4

ENHANCED,
CUSTOM

SIMULATION

SERIES 5

FOCUSED,
CUSTOM

SIMULATION

SERIES 6

AMAZON.COM

FEDEX

SAM’S CLUB

SERIES 2

2A

DC-4 
(WITH PALLET, LTL)

DC-6
(UNITIZED, 
TL OR LTL)

DC-7
(BULK LOADED, 

RAIL ONLY)

DC-8
(UNITIZED, 
RAIL ONLY)

DC-10
(NOT UNITIZED, 

RAIL & 
MOTOR FREIGHT)

DC-11
(RAIL, TOFC & COFC)

DC-12
(AIR & MOTOR 

FREIGHT)

DC-16
(CARGO)

SERIES 1

1B

1D

1E (UNITIZED)
1H (RANDOM VIB.)

CLASSES 
3, 4, 5, 6.1, 8, 9

(TP 14850 
SUPERSEDED 

CAN/CBSB 43.150 
IN 2010)

INFECTIOUS 
SUBSTANCE

BIOMEDICAL, 
CLINICAL WASTE

REGULATED 
MEDICAL WASTE

IBC CLASSES 
3, 4, 5, 6.1, 8, 9

INFECTIOUS 
SUBSTANCE

BIOMEDICAL, 
CLINICAL WASTE

REGULATED 
MEDICAL WASTE

SERIES 3

3B (LTL)
3E (UNITIZED)

3H (BULK)

2B

2C 
(FURNITURE PKG)

SERIES 2

*FOR MOST CLASSES 
SEE CHAPTER 6 OF TP 14850

ISTA TESTING ASTM-D4169

IBC

> 400 KG OR 
>  450 L*

SMALL 

CONTAINERS

≤  400 KG OR 
≤  450 L*

CAN/CGSB 43.146 CAN/CGSB 43.125TP 14850 CAN/CGSB 43.125

There are numerous tests available that can be used to test the performance and 
durability of your packages. The following infographic and decision tree will help you 

better understand how to choose the right package test for your goods.
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